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off the terrorists who are trying to stop 
the spread of a peaceful Palestinian state 
or the creation of a Palestinian state. 

And now is the time to make progress, 
and I believe we can. There was a good 
statement yesterday out of the Quartet that 
confirmed our desire for a Palestinian state 
to emerge. And it’s—what the Prime Min-
ister of Israel did was—took a political risk; 
obviously he did. I mean, his own party 
condemned the statement—condemned the 
policy. However, I still believe it was the 
right thing for him to do, and we support 
peace in the Middle East. And we support 

the vision of two states living side by side 
in peace. 

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
The President. Good job. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 10:18 a.m. 
in the Map Room at the White House for 
later broadcast. In his remarks, the President 
referred to former President Saddam Hus-
sein of Iraq; Brig. Gen. Mark T. Kimmitt, 
USA, deputy director of operations, Coalition 
Joint Task Force Seven; Iraqi General Mo-
hammed Latif; and Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon of Israel. 

Interview With Al Arabiya Television 
May 5, 2004 

Abuse of Iraqi Prisoners at Abu Ghraib 
Prison

Q. Mr. President, thank you for giving 
us this chance here in Al Arabiya. Regard-
ing the alleged abuse of Iraqi prisoners, 
six U.S. soldiers are being reprimanded. Do 
you think that’s enough? 

The President. First, I want to tell the 
people of the Middle East that the prac-
tices that took place in that prison are ab-
horrent, and they don’t represent America; 
they represent the actions of a few people. 
Secondly, it’s important for people to un-
derstand that in a democracy that there 
will be a full investigation. In other words, 
we want to know the truth. 

In our country, when there’s an allega-
tion of abuse—more than an allegation in 
this case, actual abuse, we saw the pic-
tures—there will be a full investigation, and 
justice will be delivered. We have a pre-
sumption of innocent until you’re guilty in 
our system, but the system will be trans-
parent. It will be open, and people will 
see the results. 

This is a serious matter. It’s a matter 
that reflects badly on my country. Our citi-
zens in America are appalled by what they 

saw, just like people in the Middle East 
are appalled. We share the same deep con-
cerns, and we will find the truth. We will 
fully investigate. The world will see the in-
vestigation, and justice will be served. 

Middle East Reaction 
Q. And you just—you’ve said this is re-

flected badly here, in United States of 
America. How do you think this will be 
perceived in the Middle East? 

The President. Terrible. I think people 
in the Middle East who want to dislike 
America will use this as an excuse to re-
mind people about their dislike. I think 
the average citizen will say, ‘‘This isn’t the 
country that I’ve been told about.’’ We’re 
a great country because we’re a free coun-
try, and we do not tolerate these kind of 
abuses.

The people of the Middle East must be 
assured that we will investigate fully, that 
we will find out the truth. They will know 
the truth, just like the American citizens 
will know the truth, and justice will be 
served.

Secondly, it’s very important for the peo-
ple of the Middle East to realize that the 
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troops we have overseas are decent, honor-
able citizens who care about freedom and 
peace. They are working daily in Iraq to 
improve the lives of the Iraqi citizens, and 
these actions of a few people do not reflect 
the nature of the men and women who 
serve our country. 

U.S. Response to Abuse of Prisoners 
Q. After these pictures came out, some 

people in the area started talking about an-
other alleged abuse. Could you tell us 
about what’s being done just to prevent 
this from happening and just to improve 
the situation? 

The President. Absolutely. I have told our 
Secretary of Defense, and I have instructed 
him to tell everybody else in the military, 
I want to know the full extent of the oper-
ations in Iraq, the prison operations. We 
want to make sure that if there is a sys-
temic problem—in other words, if there’s 
a problem system-wide—that we stop the 
practices.

Again, it’s very important for people, 
your listeners to understand, in our country 
that when an issue is brought to our atten-
tion on this magnitude, we act, and we 
act in a way where leaders are willing to 
discuss it with the media. And we act in 
a way where, you know, our Congress asks 
pointed questions to the leadership. In 
other words, people want to know the 
truth. That stands in contrast to dictator-
ships. A dictator wouldn’t be answering 
questions about this. A dictator wouldn’t 
be saying that the system will be inves-
tigated and the world will see the results 
of the investigation. A dictator wouldn’t 
admit reforms needed to be done. 

And so the people in the Middle East 
must understand that this was horrible, but 
we’re dealing with it in a way that will 
bring confidence to not only our citizens, 
which is very important, but confidence to 
people of the world that this situation will 
be rectified and justice will be done. 

Situation in Fallujah 
Q. We are going to Fallujah—the way 

the situation is being resolved, is being con-
sidered in some parts of Iraq as a defeat 
to U.S. How do you address that, or do 
you have anything to address that issue? 

The President. Yes, of course. The strat-
egy in Fallujah is to empower Iraqis to 
step up and take control of the security 
situation, that we’re on our way to the 
transfer of sovereignty. And people who 
feel like that they can wreak havoc on inno-
cent Iraqis will be brought to justice in 
Iraq, either by Iraqi citizens and/or by coa-
lition forces. And we’re making progress. 

There are a few people there in Iraq 
that want to claim credit for any situation 
on the ground, but the people in Fallujah 
are tired of foreign fighters and radicals 
and extremists preventing them from living 
a normal life. And those who remain in 
Fallujah will be taken care of. And the 
Iraqi forces that have been stood up are 
now in the process of patrolling the streets 
and bringing law and order to the streets. 

Muqtada Al Sadr 
Q. June the 30th is approaching. How 

do you think—still Mr. Sadr in defense 
with U.S., how do you think this person 
should be dealt with? 

The President. I think he ought to be 
dealt with by the Iraqi citizens who are 
getting tired of him occupying the holiest 
of holy sites. And we are very respectful 
for the holy sites in Iraq. We understand 
their importance to the Iraqi citizens. Mr. 
Sadr is occupying those sites as if they’re 
his, and I think the Iraqi citizens are get-
ting tired of that. 

We will deal with his militias, as will 
the Iraqi forces deal with his militias. Mili-
tias are people who are willing to kill, in-
timidate, and try to take matters into their 
own hands, which is not the way democracy 
functions. Free societies do not allow thugs 
to roam streets and hold people hostage 
to their whims. The Iraqis will deal with 
Mr. Sadr. 
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Transfer of Sovereignty 
Q. June the 30th, do you think your ad-

ministration is really prepared right now 
to have a very, very nice day—in that day 
to give the power to Iraqis? 

The President. Absolutely. We’re pre-
pared to do so. When we say we’re going 
to do something, we’re going to do it. As 
you know, the United Nations, the coali-
tion, as well as Iraqi citizens are preparing 
the entity to which sovereignty will be 
passed. There will still be a lot of hard 
work to do, and we want to help. 

The Iraqi citizens must understand 
America is not going to leave until the job 
is complete. We want to help Iraq. We’ve 
made a commitment, and the United States 
will keep that commitment because we be-
lieve in freedom and we believe the people 
of Iraq want to be free. We believe they 
want to raise their children in a peaceful 
world. We believe they want to educate 
their children in good schools. We want 
to—we believe they want to realize their 
own personal ambitions. If they’re a busi-
nessman or a businesswoman, they want 
to build their own business in peace. That’s 
what we believe. 

And therefore, we stand side by side with 
the people of Iraq who are peaceful. And 
there’s a lot of peaceful people that look 
for a better day. I’m very proud of the 
brave Iraqis who’ve stood up, and I’m very 
proud of our own men and women in uni-
form who are helping Iraq to become free. 

Al Qaida 
Q. Mr. President, critics are saying that 

by your action in Iraq actually invited Al 
Qaida and other terrorists to do business 
with you over there. Could you address 
that?

The President. Sure. Do you remember 
September the 11th, 2001? Al Qaida at-
tacked the United States. They killed thou-
sands of our citizens. I will never forget 
what they have done to us. They declared 
war on us, and the United States will pur-
sue them. So long as I’m the President, 

we will be determined, steadfast, and 
strong as we pursue those people who kill 
innocent lives because they hate freedom. 

And of course, Al Qaida looks for any 
excuse. But the truth of the matter is, they 
hate us, and they hate freedom, and they 
hate people who embrace freedom. And 
they’re willing to kill innocent Iraqis be-
cause Iraqis are willing to be free. Iraqis 
are sick of foreign people coming in their 
country and trying to destabilize their coun-
try, and we will help them rid Iraq of these 
killers.

Democracy in the Middle East 
Q. Mr. President, you went to Iraq as 

a part of your project in the Middle East, 
and flourish democracy over there. To 
which extent you are willing to go further 
to flourish a democracy? Are we going to 
see in the future more action against some 
other countries to flourish democracy over 
there, like Syria? 

The President. No, I think it’s—first of 
all, you’ve got to understand, sir, that mili-
tary options are always my last option, not 
the first option, and that we can promote 
freedom without use of military. There are 
ways to stand with reformers and encourage 
reform and hold up examples of where so-
cieties are more stable and more free as 
a result of democracy and freedom. 

Secondly, it’s very important for the peo-
ple of the Middle East to understand that 
freedom doesn’t have to look like America. 
A free society doesn’t have to look like 
an American society. Free societies will de-
velop according to the cultures of the peo-
ple in the regions and the Middle East. 
And reform and freedom take time. I un-
derstand that. It takes time for a free soci-
ety to emerge. And so America can affect 
freedom in different kinds of ways. 

But inherent in your question was, you 
know, am I anxious to use military power? 
Iraq was a unique situation because Sad-
dam Hussein had constantly defied the 
world and had threatened his neighbors, 
had used weapons of mass destruction, had 
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terrorist ties, had torture chambers inside 
his country, had mass graves. It was a very 
unique situation. And he was given a 
chance to meet the demands of the free 
world in a peaceful way, but he chose war. 

We can make progress with freedom and 
peace because I believe deep in the heart 
and soul of every human being is a desire 
to be free. And America will continue to 
speak to those aspirations. 

Peaceful Palestinian State 
Q. My last question, Mr. President. You 

gave assurance to Sharon Government. 
From Al Arabiya, in these last questions, 
what kind of assurance are you going to 
give to Palestinian today? 

The President. I stood up in front of 
the world and said that the Palestinian peo-
ple ought to have their own state. I’m the 
first President to have ever said that. And 
my assurance is, is that I have not changed 
my vision of two states living side by side 
in peace. And that—Prime Minister Sharon 
made a decision to withdraw from the Gaza 
and from settlements on the West Bank, 
which I thought was a very strong decision 
and an important decision, because it now 
gives us a chance to move in and to say 

to the Palestinians, ‘‘Here’s your chance to 
build a state, to put the institutions in place 
for a state to emerge, that speaks to the 
aspirations and hopes of the Palestinian 
people, that is a peaceful state.’’ 

And we want to help. And that’s why 
yesterday you saw a statement coming out 
of the Quartet, which is a part of the road-
map process that says, ‘‘Let’s work together 
to give the Palestinians hope.’’ And my 
commitment to the Palestinian people is, 
when peaceful leaders emerge, when peo-
ple are willing to fight off terror, they will 
have a great opportunity to see this state 
emerge. And America will help. 

Q. Mr. President, thank you so much 
for discussing. Enjoy your day. It’s sunny, 
so I hope you have a good day. 

The President. Thank you, sir. It is a 
sunny day. Welcome. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 10:33 a.m. 
in the Map Room at the White House for 
later broadcast. In his remarks, the President 
referred to Muqtada Al Sadr, Iraqi Shiite 
cleric whose militia engaged in an uprising 
in Iraq in early April; former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq; and Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon of Israel. 

Remarks at a Cinco de Mayo Celebration 
May 5, 2004 

Thank you all for coming. Thanks for 
being here. Thank you all. Please be seated. 
Sientese. [Laughter] Bienvenidos. Welcome
to the Casa Blanca. This is the people’s 
house, and we’re glad you’re here to cele-
brate Cinco de Mayo. Laura and I are 
thrilled so many came today. We’re pleased 
to celebrate this important day with you. 

This day marks an important victory for 
freedom in Mexico. That’s what the day 
marks, and that victory can be celebrated 
by all who love freedom. We honor free-
dom today. We also proudly observe Cinco 

de Mayo because we honor the ideals of 
liberty. We value the heritage and the con-
tribution of Mexican Americans in our 
country, and we respect our friend and 
neighbor, the great nation of Mexico. 

I want to thank Gaddi Vasquez for his 
service to our country as the Director of 
the Peace Corps. I think he is incredibly 
well suited to take on this important job 
of spreading peace and freedom and liberty 
throughout the world. Plus, you’re a darn 
good introducer. [Laughter]
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